
Poetry and Emotion

This handout explores how poets use language to convey emotion. Understanding the emotional

impact of poetry can deepen your appreciation of the art form and help you express your own

feelings more effectively through your writing.

Examples of Emotional Language in Poetry

Poets often choose words and phrases that evoke strong emotions in their readers. Here are a few

examples of emotional language used in famous poems:

- 'Do not go gentle into that good night, Old age should burn and rave at close of day;' - Dylan

Thomas

- 'I wandered lonely as a cloud...' - William Wordsworth

- 'Hope is the thing with feathers that perches in the soul...' - Emily Dickinson

How Tone and Mood Are Established

Tone refers to the poet's attitude toward the subject of the poem, while mood is the feeling that the

poem evokes in the reader. Both tone and mood are established through the poet's choice of words,

imagery, and rhythm. For instance, a somber tone might be created through the use of dark, heavy

words and slow, deliberate pacing. A joyful mood might be conveyed through light, bright imagery

and a lively rhythm.

Writing Prompts

Use the following prompts to practice conveying emotion through your poetry:

1. Write a poem about a time when you felt overwhelming joy. Focus on the sensory details that

made the moment special.

2. Think of a time when you experienced loss. Write a poem that captures the emotions of that

moment without directly stating what happened.

3. Write a poem that describes a peaceful place. Use calming and soothing language to evoke a



sense of tranquility.

Remember, the key to powerful poetry is not just in the words themselves, but in the emotions they

evoke. Practice using language to convey your feelings, and you'll discover new depths in your

poetry.


